


To the men of God I have known throughout my life, who have taught me to study the Bible.

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 

and for training in righteousness - 2 Timothy 3:16

The Bible is inspired: The word "inspire" has a different meaning today than it had when 

the first English Theologians used the word to describe the Bible. What the early 

theologians meant when they said that the Bible was inspired, and what we mean today 

when we use the word "inspire" is the following:

That God initiated the revealing of himself, who he is and what he is like to mankind by 

using individuals to write down what the Holy Spirit leads them to write about God (Heb. 

1:1). The Apostle Peter explains that every piece of scripture is protected from human 

error and misleading interference (2 Peter 1:20). At the same time, inspiration does mean 

that God used individuals to write down his revelation to us. The dual nature of the Bible 

in some ways reflect the two natures of Christ. Christ being fully human and fully man, 

and without sin or fault. So the Bible has a divine origin and a human penmanship, yet 

without mistake or error.  

The Bible has FOUR PRIMARY CHARACTERISTICS:

1. Authority: All the words in Scripture are God's words. When we obey or disobey 

scripture, we obey or disobey God. The words “Thus says the Lord” appears 

hundreds of times throughout the Bible. Along with passages such as 2 Timothy 

3:16; 2 Peter 1:20; Joshua 1:8; 23:6; Nehemiah 13:1-3; Isaiah 40:8; John 10-34-36;

Matthew 5:17-19; Luke 21:21-23; Luke 16:17; 1 Thess 2:13.

2. Clarity: Anyone who reads the Bible will quickly realize that some parts are very 

easy to understand, while other parts look undecipherable. The Apostle Peter even 

admits that some of Paul's writings are hard to understand (2 Peter 3:15-16). 

Because of this, we must understand that clarity does not mean simplicity. Some 

parts of scripture only become clear to us when we understand the history, culture 

and context attached to them. The Bible was not written in a vacuum of space. It 

was written throughout various parts of history and that history includes politics, 

economics, war, culture and language. We need to be the type of people Paul 

describes in 2 Timothy 2:15, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one 



approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of 

truth.” It is for this reason that God has granted the church preachers and teachers, 

to assist the flock with the clarity of God's word.

3. Necessity: “The Bible is necessary for knowing the gospel, for maintaining spiritual 

life, and for knowing God” (Wayne Grudem). 

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How then will they 

call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of 

whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 

preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How 

beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” But they have not all 

obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard 

from us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. - 

Romans 10:13-17 

The Bible is the doctrinal anchor of the church. It is the measuring rod of truth. 

Throughout the ages Christian movements have gone liberal and churches have 

been lead astray, but the Bible has always been the instrument of reformation and 

change. 

4. Sufficiency: The sufficiency of scripture means that the Bible contains every single 

word that God intended his people to have at this stage of redemptive history and 

that is contains all the words of God we need for salvation, for trusting in him and 

for obeying him. This means that scripture alone should be our source when trying 

to discover truth about God and all other spiritual matters. 

The Bible is God's gift to mankind. God has decided to reveal himself through the written 

word, and because of this we must always be faithful to the rules of grammar, syntax and 

language in general. Throughout this series we will look at how to study the Bible and how 

to apply it. We will also take a brief look at the history of the Bible and answer some 

commonly asked questions and refute many false claims. 

For now, treasure your copy of God's word. It is your life line to the divine. God could have 

easily kept you in the dark, but he graciously gave you the light of his word. 



Sources for this series:

1. Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem.

2. Biblical Doctrine by John MacArthur.

3. A Survey of Bible Doctrine by Charles C. Ryrie.

4. A Body of Divinity by Thomas Watson.

5. Christ Centered Preaching by Bryan Chapell.

6. How to study the Bible.


